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UM FOUNDATION HIRES NEW DIRECTOR 
MISSOULA—
The University of Montana Foundation has hired a new chief executive officer.
Fred Brooke Lee, who has been vice president for university advancement at the 
University of Alabama at Birmingham, will begin his new duties Sept. 15. He replaces Larry 
Morlan, who recently accepted a position at Illinois State University.
Nancy Davidson, president of the foundation board of trustees, said those involved with 
the interview process were impressed with Lee’s professionalism, experience, ability to 
communicate and interact with people, and enthusiasm for UM. Lee also was excited by how 
well the University is currently positioned to achieve its full potential for fund-raising success.
Lee said he accepted the position because of UM’s potential for growth and the warmth 
and hospitality the community extended to him and his family when they visited campus.
He comes to UM with 19 years of experience in fund raising for higher education, 
working at UAB, the University of Maryland at Baltimore and his alma mater, St. Mary’s 
College of Maryland.
At UAB Lee was responsible for fund raising, marketing and public relations. Under 
his leadership philanthropic support doubled and will surpass the $50 million mark this year.
He also achieved a greater emphasis on strategic communications, resulting in the creation of 
new alumni publications and enhanced marketing of the UAB health system.
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At the University of Maryland at Baltimore Lee served as vice president for 
institutional advancement. There he also fostered growth, including a 38 percent expansion of 
the donor base.
Before that he served as director of corporation relations for the Maryland University 
System, and he began his career in higher education fund raising as director of college 
advancement and executive director of the St. Mary’s College Foundation.
Lee joins the UM Foundation after its completion of Ensuring a Tradition of 
Excellence, the most successful capital campaign in Montana higher education history. It’s also 
a time when the foundation’s board of directors has established priorities for the post-campaign 
era -- building the endowment to $100 million, increasing the alumni giving participation rate, 
promoting the benefits of planned giving and devoting more effort to donor relations and 
stewardship.
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